Biology - Living Things and Life Cycles

Key Vocabulary

Asexual One parent is needed to create an
) offspring, which is an exact copy
reproduction  of the parent.

fertilise The act of fusing the male and fe-
male sex cells in order to develop
an egg.

gestation The length of a pregnancy.

Life cycle The journey of changes that take

place throughout the life of a liv-
ing thing including birth, growing
up and reproduction.

An abrupt and obvious change in

the structure of an animal’s body
and their behaviour.

The transfer of pollen to a stigma
to allow fertilisation.

reproduction The process of new living things
being made.

Sexual Two parents needed to make of f-
spring which are similar but not

reproduction

Famous Scientists

Charles Darwin  David Attenboroug Jane Goodall
1809—1882 1926 - 1934 -
Naturalist Naturalist Primatologist

Key knowledge

Some living things, such as plants, contain both the male and

female sex cells. In others, such as humans, they contain either Most plants contain both themale sex | gamen (@
the male or female sex cell. cell (pollen) and female sex cell B style

(ovules), but most plants can't

Reproduction fertilise themselves. Wind and insects

Mammals use sexual reproduction to produce their offspring. help to transfer pollen to a different
plant. The pollen from the stamen of
one plant is transferred to the stigma
+ The fertilised cell divides into different cells and of another. The pollen then travels

will form a baby with a beating heart. down a tube through the style and
fuses with an ovule.

» The male sex cell, called the sperm, fertilises the female sex cells.

+ The baby will grow inside the female until the end

of the gestation period when the baby is born. Some plants, such as strawberry plants, potatoes, spider plants
' and daffodils use asexual reproduction to create a new plant.
They are identical to the parent plant.

than giving birth to live young.

What we will learn: Investigation

To research the life cycles of two different species

. Describe the differences in the life cy-
cles of a mammal, an amphibians, an in- . What are the most important stages you have
sect and bird found out about the life cycles?

. Describe the life process of reproduc- . How will you make this clear in your presentation?
tion in some plants and animals

. How is this different to your other animal?

. What similarities between your animals have you
found?

. Which key science words do you need to include in

your report?



