
 

 

What we will learn 

Key Vocabulary Key knowledge 

• Describe how living things are classified into 
broad groups according to common, observable 
characteristics and based on similarities and dif-
ferences 

• Give reasons for classifying plants and animals 
based on specific characteristics 

characteristics Special qualities or appearances 
that make a individual  or group of 
things different to others. 

classify To sort things into different 
groups. 

taxonomist A scientist who classifies different 
living things into categories. 

key A key is a series of questions about 
the characteristics of living things. 
A key is used to identify a living 
thing or to decide which group it 
belongs to by answering yes or no 
questions. 

bacteria A single-celled microorganism. 

microorganism An organism that can only be seen 
using a microscope., e.g. bacteria 

microscope A piece of equipment that is ysed 
to view very tiny things 

species A group of animals that can repro-
duce to produce fertile offspring 
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Can children report and pre-
sent information about an in-
vertebrate classification 
group?  

Why is that invertebrate 
part of that group? 

What scientific visual aids 
will help you to  illustrate how 
your invertebrates are classi-
fied? 


