
 

 

What we will learn 

Key Vocabulary Key knowledge 

Evolution Adaptation over a long period of 
time 

Natural selection The process where organisms 
that are better adapted to their 
environment tend to survive and 
produce more offspring 

fossil The remains or imprint of a pre-
historic animal or plant embed-

Adaptive traits Genetic features that help living 
things to survive 

Inherited traits These are traits you get from 
your parents. Within a family, 
you will often see similar traits 
e.g. curly hair 

Inheritance  This is when characteristics are 
passed on to offspring from 
their parents 

variation The differences between individ-
uals within a species 

characteristics The distinguishing features or 
qualities that are specific to a 
species 

adaptation An adaptation is a trait  (or char-
acteristic) changing to increase a 
living thing’s chances of surviving 
and reproducing 

Investigation 
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Professor Nazneen 
Rahman 

To identify evidence from fossil 
research to support ideas about 
the animal and compare to mod-
ern animals 

• To recognise that living 
things have changed over 
time and that fossils provide 
information about living 
things that inhabited the 
Earth millions of years ago 

• To recognise that living 
things produce offspring of 
the same kind, but normally 
offspring vary and are not 
identical to their parents 

• To identify how animals and 
plants are adapted to suit 
their environment in differ-
ent ways and that adaptation 
may lead to evolution 

Alfred Russel 
Wallace and 
Charles Darwin 


